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E. J. Codd 

Statement of Significance 

The E.J. Codd Company, a three story brick building at the 

corner of Caroline and Aliceanna Streets in Fells Point, is one 

of Baltimore's oldest firms specializing in contract machinery, 

steel fabricators and the repair of industrial equipment. Found­

ed in 1860, the firm continues to operate in its original loca­

tion. 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ,XoRIGrNAL SITE 

X GOOD —RUINS ^ALTERED —MOVED DAT 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The structure on the southwest corner of Caroline and 
Aliceannan Streets is a three-story timber frame and brick 
building which houses the offices and storage facilities 
of the company. Its single regularly-spaced sash windows 
give it a severe look. The surface of the brick has been 
damaged by recent sandblasting. 

Adjacent on the west is a two-story addition which 
houses the company's machine shop. A high bay in the cente 
of this building gives added clearance for an overhead 
travelling crane which moves large castings. Part of the 
first floor is open to the roof and the remainder of the 
second floor forms a loft along the north wall. 

Adjacent to these buildings on the south is the erec­
ting and welding shop. This metal frmae structure is one 
high story and contains a series of booms and cranes and 
other machinery used in assembling large machinery. This 
area formerly housed furnaces for foundry work as well. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The E. J. Codd Company, a three story brick building at the 
corner of Caroline & Aliceanna Streets in Fells Point, is one of 
Baltimore's oldest firms specializing in contract machinery, steel 
fabricators and the repair of industrial equipment. Founded in 
1860, the firm continues to operate in its original location. 

Historical Significance 

Edward J. Codd, a lifelong resident of East Baltimore, founded 
his machine shop, iron foundry & boilerworks in 1860. The company 
grew rapidly throughout the late 19th century expanding its opera­
tions to include a steam-powered blacksmith shop, finishing depart­
ment, milling shop and patternmaking. Most notably during this 
period the Codd Company specialized in steamship repairs. In 1891, 
the firm built and installed the coal burning engines in the "Cat­
aract", Baltimore's first fireboat which served the harbor until 1914. 
An 1898 description cites the company as "one of the largest of its 
kind in the South... with an outstanding reputation for quality 
workmanship and reliability."1 

Following Mr. Codd's death in 1911, Henry Hazelhurst Wiegand 
and Thomas Penniman bought the company. Mr. Wiegand, a Baltimorean, 
invented and patented the Wiegand Chain Furnace Curtain which is still 
produced by the Codd Company. During World Wars I and II work at the 
plant included a large number of government contracts for tanks, 
welding and riveting work. 

In 1953, Ray Weigand Kauffman, Mr. Weigand's great nephew, 
purchased the business which now includes the E. J. Codd Company of 
Baltimore City, Codd Fabricators & Boiler Co. Inc., and the Baltimore 
Lead Burning Corporation at Codd's original location. 

"The plant at Caroline Street has modern equipment for, and 
specializes, in contract machining, steel fabricating, lead burning, 
and the repair of industrial equipment for many local businesses 
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E. J. Codd 3 Co., Hist. Sig 
P. 2 

including oil and sugar refineries, steel manufacturers and chemical 
plants. This unique combination of industrial skills--fabricating, 
machining and lead burning--is finding increased applications in the 
high technology fields of nuclear energy, medicine, environmental 
protection and public utility."(2) 

(1) Mercantile Advancement Co., Baltimore: Gateway to the South 
(Balto., Guggenheim & Weil Co.) p. 123 
1898 

(2) Suzanne Ellery Greene, An Illustrated History: Baltimore 
(Woodlawn Hills, CA., Windsor) p. 259 
1980 
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Illustrated Baltimore--Monumental City, p. 119 
(N.Y., American Publishing & Engraving Co.) 1890 

Mercantile Advancement Co.: Baltimore, Gateway to the South: 
Liverpool of America, P. 123 
(Guggenheimer & Weil Co.) 1898 

Baltimore American, History of City of Baltimore, pp. 206-7 
(Baltimore, Williams & Wilkins Co.) 1902 
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NAER INVENTORY 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

Manufacturing 

OWNER/ADMIN 

Ray Kauffman, E.J. Codd & Company 

I. NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 

E . J . Codd & Company 

OWNER'S ADDRESS 

700 South Caroline Street 

.SITEADDRESSISTREET& NO) 

Caroline and Aliceanne Streets 

CITY/VICINITY 

Baltimore 

18 3 6 2 2 1 5 4 3 4 9 2 0 0 QUAD 

NAME Balt imore East 

. INVENTORIED BY 

Dennis Zembala 
AFFILIATION 

Baltimore Industrial Museum Sept., 1980 
17. DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY. INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS 

MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS, ETC. 

The E.J. Codd Company, a three story brick building at the corner of Caroline and Aliceanne Streets in 
Fells Point, is one of Baltimore's oldest firms specializing in contract machinery, steel fabricators, 
and the repair of industrial equipment. Founded in 1860, the firm continues to operate in its original 
location. 

ORIGINAL USE 

Iron foundry, machine shop, boiler works 
.PRESENT USE 

Same 
REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND/OR OTHER 

R. Kauffman: E.J. Codd & Co., Foundry, Machine, & Boiler Works 
700 South Caroline Street, Baltimore, Md. 21231 

International Publishing Co., Half Century Progress of the City of Baltimore, p. 108 (N.Y., Int. Publishing Co. 1887) 
° (CONTOVERl 
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(References) continued 

Baltimore American, History of the City of Baltimore, pp, 206-7 (Baltimore, Williams, & Wilkins Co.) 1902 
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Illustrated Baltimore - Monumental City, p, 119 (N.Y,, American Publishing & Engraving Co.) 1890 
Mercantile Advancement Co., Baltimore, Gateway to the South; Liverpool of America, p, 123 Guggenheimer & Weil Co.)1898 
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